Did you know that small and medium-sized businesses contribute more than half of Canada’s gross domestic product?
The Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC) is the only bank dedicated exclusively to entrepreneurs.
Celebrate entrepreneurship during BDC Small Business Week #SBW2013 and help fuel our country’s entrepreneurial spirit!

1.8%

More than
1.1 Million
Businesses

98.2%
of businesses have less
than 100 employees

Micro business: 1-4 employees

Small business: 5-99 employees

Medium business: 100-499 employees

Large business: 500+ employees

835,100 entrepreneurs
1 in 10
Canadians own a business

in 2011, 43,200

Women lead over a third
of the country’s small and
medium-sized businesses

became self-employed and hired employees

the Most Entrepreneurial are…
British Columbians

start the most new businesses
followed by entrepreneurs
in the Prairies

25 – 44 year olds

have the greatest tendency
to form new businesses

Men

are twice as likely to start
businesses than women

Immigrants

are nearly twice as likely
to start businesses

16%

British Columbia

21%

21%

Prairies

35%

Québec

7%

Ontario

Atlantic

Where the small and medium-Sized Firms Flourish

Entrepreneurs by the Numbers
Industries Attracting New Entrepreneurs
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Accommodation
and Food Services

CONSTRUCTION

BUSINESS
SERVICES
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Wholesale and
Retail Trade

Healthcare and
Social Assistance

Industries with the largest SME distribution

11.3%

6.7%

17.1%

13%

8.7%

Financing is Key to Growth

Financing

70%

+
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Consulting services

Approval rates
have increased

of young entrepreneurs
(18 – 34 y r s) identified
access to financing as key
to their success.

14%

higher sales growth,
productivity growth
and survival rate.

Success Ahead

Map your future growth
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Investing
in Technology

Developing an
Online Presence

Expansion Through
Exporting

Technology holds
the key to success.

Canadians are online
but SMEs are not.

Seize the opportunity
abroad.

Only 60%

Only 18%

86%

of small businesses plan
to invest in technology,
but when they do:

of small businesses
are selling online, yet:

of exporting
companies have less than
100 employees.

83% obtain a positive return
on technology spent through
productivity gains, higher efficiency
and improved competitiveness.

80% of Canadians research
online before buying;
50% have a smartphone; and
51% shop online.

Canada’s mid‑sized firms
represent less than 1% of the
total number of firms and
generate 17% of the value
of our exports.

Sources: CEFRIO; Statistics Canada; Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC); Fondation de l’entrepreneurship; Industry Canada.

For 34 years, the Business Development Bank of Canada has organized BDC Small Business Week™ to bring
thousands of entrepreneurs together at conferences, luncheons and trade fairs across the country.
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